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Summary  
 
Outside bodies are external organisations, including formal or informal partnerships 
to which the County Council is a party, which have requested that the County 

Council appoints an Elected Member or a representative to them or to which the 
Council expects to make appointments.   
 

A vacancy has arisen on the Council of Governors for the Western Sussex Hospitals 
NHS Foundation Trust, which is an outside body that the Cabinet Member for Adults 

and Health is responsible for making Member appointments to.  
 

West Sussex Plan: Policy Impact and Context 
 
This proposal relates to the appointment of an Elected Member to the Council of 
Governors for Western Sussex Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust. 

 
The role of the Elected Member to the Council of Governors on NHS Trusts is to to 
hold the Board of Directors to account for the performance of the trust and to 

represent the interests of the members of the trust and the public. The aims and 
objectives of these Outside Bodies align with the Strong, Safe, Sustainable Place 

and Independence in Later Life priorities within the West Sussex Plan.  
 

Financial Impact  
 
None 
 

Recommendation 
 
The Cabinet Member for Adults and Health appoints Mr Mike Magill to the Council of 
Governors for the Western Sussex Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust until the end of 
the Council term (May 2021).  

 

 
PROPOSAL  
 
1. Background and Context  

 

1.1 Outside bodies are external organisations and partnerships which have 
requested that the County Council appoints an Elected Member or a 

representative to them. Participation in outside bodies: 
 
 



 Contributes to the County Council’s strategic functions, priorities or 
community leadership roles. 

 Supports partnership and joint working. 
 Enables Members to gain and share knowledge and expertise. 

 
1.2 All Members are eligible to be appointed as representatives of the County 

Council on outside bodies.  Members appointed to outside bodies must 

respond to all reasonable requests for information about the work of the 
outside body and their participation in it. 

 
2. Proposal Details 

 

2.1 A vacancy has arisen on the Council of Governors for Western Sussex 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, which is an outside body that the Cabinet 

Member for Adults and Health is responsible for making Member 
appointments to. The role of the Elected Member on NHS Trust Council of 
Governors is to to hold the Board of Directors to account for the performance 

of the trust and to represent the interests of the members of the trust and 
the public. 

 
2.2 It is proposed that the Cabinet Member for Adults and Health makes the 

following appointment: 

 

Outside Body  No of 

Appointments  

Proposed Member 

Appointment 

Western Sussex Hospitals NHS 

Foundation Trust 

1 Mr Mike Magill 

 

 
FACTORS TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT 

 
3. Consultation  

 
3.1 The Cabinet reviewed the list of outside bodies in December 2019 (Report 

ref: CAB09 19/20) to ensure that the County Council continues to appoint to 
bodies that are relevant to the County Council and which are consistent with 
its priorities. 

 
4. Financial (Revenue and Capital) and Resource Implications 

 
4.1 There are no financial or resource implications. 
 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 There are no legal implications. 
 
6. Risk Assessment Implications and Mitigations 

 
6.1. Members must consider the implications and responsibilities of being involved 

with outside bodies as they must: 
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 Continue to comply with the County Council’s Code of Conduct when they 
are acting as a representative of the Council. 

 Comply with the code of conduct of the outside body they are appointed to 
if one exists. 

 Declare a personal interest in any business of the County Council where it 

relates to a body they are appointed to by the County Council. 
 

6.2 All Members are recommended to make sure that when they take up their 
appointment with the outside body they have access to the key documents 
regulating the organisation such as its constitution or terms of reference to 

ensure they are aware of what the body can and cannot do, and receive a 
briefing on the body or their role within it if necessary. 

 
6.3 There is a risk that appointments will not be made to all of the outside bodies 

which could hinder the County Council in furthering its interests and 
priorities, and not develop the external facing role of Members.  

 

7. Other Options Considered  
 

7.1 The Cabinet Member for Adults and Health may choose not to appoint to an 
outside body but should consider whether there are any implications arising 
for the County Council by not making an appointment. 

 
8. Equality and Human Rights Assessment  

 
8.1 An equality duty assessment is not considered applicable for this decision, as 

those residents with protected characteristics are at no greater disadvantage 

to those without those characteristics, as the decision concerns appointments 
to outside bodies only. 

 
9. Social Value and Sustainability Assessment 

 

9.1 Not applicable. 
 

10. Crime and Disorder Reduction Assessment 
 
10.1 None. 

 
 

 
Tony Kershaw 
Director of Law and Assurance 

 
Contact Officer:  Erica Keegan – Democratic Services  

Tel: 0330 22 26050 
 

Appendices  

None 
 

Background Papers 
None 


